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President’s Message 
 
Well, Holly Berry Members, 2020 

is certainly a year we will never 

forget! Truly one for the books! 

 

I remember our last meeting in 

March. Covid-19 was a blip on the 

radar and then, bang!, everything 

was suddenly shut down. Grocery shopping became 

a scavenger hunt; finding toilet paper and frozen fruit 

and veggies was considered a victory. Ah, think of 

all the things we took for granted. 

 

Staying at home was a novelty at first and it was 

nice to slow down, but then as time went on, we re-

alized how much we need and crave family and 

friends. We all discovered what social creatures we 

are.  It surely made us appreciate all the things in 

our life. 

In the meantime, so many members were busy mak-

ing masks and surgical caps for family, friends , hos-

pitals, doctor's offices and charities. Elastic became 

hard to find. Members  worked on or finished their 

Mystery Quilts, UFOs and cleaning and organizing 

their sewing spaces, finding many kits, jelly rolls and 

fabric they had forgotten about. 

 

It became exciting to put on a bra and big girl pants, 

not sweats, to go to the grocery store or pharmacy! 

Crazy as it sounds, grocery shopping was the big 

event of the week, hoping we would see someone 

we knew, even though we may not recognize them 

in their mask. Actually, it was a good thing we had 

masks on since no one had been to the hairdresser 

in so long...... 

 

We are all missing each other, our schedules and 

our life. “Social Distancing” and the “New Normal” 

are now standard words in our vocabulary. 

 

Anyway, let's go on. We have been working hard to 

regroup, plan, and move forward. Programs has 

been busy: busy scheduling, cancelling, reschedul-

ing, canceling, etc.. But they are on top of things 

and moving onward and upward and keeping on 

track. They are coming up with creative ways to 

keep us all engaged. Actually, it is exciting to have 

to be so creative in this environment. 

 

The January-March 2020 programs were extremely 

successful and popular. Our member demos in-

spired us to do new things we have never tried. And 

of course, the Tea Party was a huge hit. So many 

goodies! Thank you all! 

 

Thank you also to everyone who participated in Se-

cret Sister this year, getting cards or gifts to your 

Secret Sister.  The “big reveal” is normally done at 

the June Luncheon; however, Mary Rys was crea-

tive in coming up with a different way for the Secret 

Sisters to “meet.”   

 

So let's put our chins up and work together and 

move on, thinking of each other often and staying 

positive. 

 

Be safe, smart and sane as always. 

—Gail  Goraj 

BITS & 
PIECES  

http://www.hollyberryquilters.com
mailto:hollyberryquilters@gmail.com


Holly Berry Quilters’ Guild                                      Summer 2020                                                         Page 2 

 

On July 24, 2020, in a lovely setting of hydrangeas at  the Cape Cod Fairgrounds, the winning Raffle Quilt 

winner was drawn. 

Present were :Gail Goraj, Marge Overholtz, 

Penny Bartlett, Jeanie Weinrich, Eileen Mat-

tingly, Denise Mueller and Wendy and Pam 

from the Cape Cod Fairgrounds. 

The winner is Chris O'Connor from Bourne, 

MA. He has purchased $50.00 of tickets the 

past two years from May Reed.  He was 

thrilled to have won and May was also excit-

ed. May picked up the quilt and will deliver it 

to Chris. 

A shout out to Linda Maddaluno and Mary 

Ann Bowman for making this year's raffle 

quilt. 

We are happy to announce that even though 

we were not able to sell tickets at the two 

Stop and Shop locations, Holly Berry Quilt 

Guild is able to donate $1100.00 to the Cape 

Cod Fairgrounds. Thank you members for.  

your support! 

2020 Holly Berry Quilt Guild Raffle Quilt Drawing 

Who are these masked women? !  None other than guild members Marge Overholtz, Gail Goraj, 

Denise Mueller, Penny Bartlett and Jeanie Weinrich,  who met to  draw the winning ticket.  
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Fresh Start Donations 

Thank you so much for your 

generous donations to the 

Falmouth Service Center 

Fresh Start Program.  The 

Guild donated $150.00 and 

individual members contrib-

uted $990.00 for a total of 

$1,140.00.  This money will 

be used to purchase school 

supplies, back packs and /or gift cards.  Even if 

schools do not reopen in September, children will 

still need supplies, etc. for online classes. 

Ladies, give yourselves a big pat on the back.  Your 

generosity never ceases to amaze me. 

—Micki Tor 

September 
 

• Welcome Back with many Show and Tell items  

• Sign up for upcoming class as well as the begin-

ning of this year’s  

• Mystery Quilt from Penny's Mom’s many mystery 

patterns  

 

October: 
 

• A wonderful trunk show and demonstration by 

ProChem. Many purchased paint and stencils, so 

hopefully we will see some projects.  

• Holice Turnbow’s class, Rainbow Dahlia, was a 

fun day.  

 

November   

    

• Trunk show by Joan Carpenter with a spectacu-

lar display of items she has made over the 

years.  It was an inspiration to all.  

 

December 
 

• Annual Christmas party catered by Roche Broth-

ers along with great appetizers and desserts 

from our talented members. A fun game with two 

large balls filled with gifts for all who played.  

 
January    

      

• One Block Wonder display and learning process 

by Louise Prussack.  We learned how to select 

appropriate fabric, fold and cut.  We also got 

some know how as to how to view the fabric with 

our phones, ensuring a proper purchase,  

• Panel Day  A fun and inspirational day address-

ing the many things you can do with a panel. 

Mary Ann Karpinski had made a beautiful quilt 

which required several of the same panels and 

cutting and  making the hexies.  

 

February  

   

• A wonderful Valentine's Day celebration with tea 

sandwiches, cookies and many treats topped off 

with the use of beautiful bone china teacups 

loaned to us by Cindy Harris.  I think every one 

had a great day.  It was a programs/ hospitality 

combined effort. 

• Many quilt kits generously donated by Co-

ri Barrett and Louise Prussack were sold  on this 

day.  

• Ruler Demo: Wendy Moore and Susan McDon-

ald showed us a  well-prepared demonstration 

on the Quick Curve Ruler.  Many members got 

to try this as they had machines set up to use.  

March           

• Out of the Box program was a few floral arrange-

ments by the Falmouth Florist Shop.  Arrange-

ments were donated to a few of our members.  

 

A full schedule was planned for the balance of 

the year. However, we have been able to re-

schedule so hopefully we can have these events 

in 2021.  A special thank you to all who helped 

when we needed it this past year.   

—Jean Weirich 

The Programs Year in Review 
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Coping with COVID 
 

As the pandemic shut us into our homes for extend-

ed periods this spring and summer, many of us 

found that quilting was therapeutic in itself.  Some of 

us used the time to catch up on those pesky, ubiqui-

tous UFOs.  Some of us tried new techniques we 

just didn’t have time for before.  And some of us 

found ourselves using our sewing skills for entirely 

new projects.  

 

Here are a few notes from Guild members about 

how they spent their time in lockdown:  

 

This time at home has been a bit scattered for me. 

Unfortunately I lost a good quilting friend to Covid 

and know a few people who have had it so it made 

me think about life a lot. I have done a lot of crochet-

ing, sewing, organizing and honey-do stuff as well 

as binge watching TV shows. I've crocheted 17 

lapghans that were donated to a group called 

Hugcrafters that gives the lapghans to various hos-

pitals, nursing homes and rehab hospitals. I've also 

crocheted 18 NICU afghans that will be donated to 

various hospitals. I'm now knitting hats that will be 

donated to my local schools in Plymouth this winter 

because I know there will be a lot of families in 

need. I made about 65 masks and decided that was 

enough for me. I've also made a few quilt tops and 

some comfort quilts and done some hand quilting. 

I've gone through most of my drawers and closets 

and cleaned and organized them the Marie Kondo 

way. My husband is unnerved when he opens draw-

ers. He's afraid to touch stuff. My sewing room is 

another story. Where did all this fabric and these 

UFO's come from? Guess when you've been quilting 

for 20 years you collect a LOT!  I will have a nice 

bag of stuff to add to the free table when we meet 

again.                        

—Mary Ann Karpinski 

I have made 80 masks: 30 to West Falmouth Li-

brary, 20 to Aldi’s Supermarket, the rest to family 

and friends...working on more.  

—Gail Goraj 

So far I have made 131 masks which have been do-

nated to family and friends.  My son is a federal park 

police officer in DC, so he requested black masks 

for him and his co-workers.  My daughter is a nurse 

and works in the emergency room at Hasbro Chil-

dren’s in Providence, so I have donated both adult 

and children sizes .  I have also made/completed 6 

quilts (2 were UFOs), 3 comfort quilts (1 was a 

UFO), 1 knit hat (UFO), 2 crocheted scarves, 8 an-

gel wing blankets for Pam’s cause.   I have 5 addi-

tional quilts which will need to be bound once they 

have been machine quilted.  And the majority of my 

shopping has been out of my stash with the excep-

tion of 1 quilt backing. 

—Nancy DeVere 

 

I made 20 pillowcase 

dresses and 13 pairs of 

shorts to send to Jean 

Trexler, who will pass 

them on to missionaries 

going to Haiti when it's 

okay for them to travel 

there. I  had a lot of col-

orful fabric that works for 

the dresses.  

—Marge Overholtz 

One good thing that happened during the quarantine 

is that my younger daughter stayed with us! Since 

then she has introduced me to 90 Day Fiancé and 

we have had a show marathon! Omg! (Watching that 

makes all seem so normal.)  

I rearranged my sewing room for us and we have 

been finishing UFOs. We usually go to Tumble-

weeds on Wednesday nights, so we have a mock 

group quilting meeting here just for fun! I miss going 

to fabric shops so have been ordering fabric which I 

really don’t need but it makes me feel more normal 

and of course, with every quilt you finish you need 

more fabric! I have done 2 new mystery quilts online 

and have completed 5 others that I have started pre-

viously! Now I have to bind them, which I still hate 

doing! MaryAnn Bowman has been quilting them 

and we figured out a method to drop off and pick up 

and still distance! 

We walk the canal most days and that has helped 

pass the time and make us feel good! Pinterest has 

become my place for new recipes to try which I have  
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Comfort Quilts 

Four comfort quilt kits remain at this time, each in-

cluding 3 yards of fabric and a pattern.  You can al-

so use one of your own patterns if you like.  When 

you complete your top, you can contact Gail if you 

need batting.  Kits can be picked up from Jeanie or 

delivered to your home.  Contact Jeanie Weinrich or 

Micki Tor.  (Contact info is in membership list.)  

Coping with COVID, cont. 

done often! My husband retired April 1st so he now 

cooks too!  We take drives by the ocean as a 

change of pace and I now have started doing in-

tense puzzles! We have been zooming with the 

grandchildren and that is the biggest thing I miss— 

seeing them! 

Never thought finally getting my hair cut would be 

such an enjoyable, blessed event!  

Take care everyone! 

—Linda Maddaluno 

I've made about 40 masks mainly for family and 

friends. I've also been working on all my unfinished 

projects, and was even able to send out two finished 

quilted projects to be quilted. 

I've also been doing embroidery, mainly Christmas 

ornaments. Eventually I'll get back to doing stitcher-

ies of cats and turtles and angels. 

I've also been organizing my room and sewing area, 

though it's slow work, and I'm deciding what fabrics 

and notions and other accessories I plan to donate 

to the guild. Eventually I also plan to practice using 

my Accuquilt cutter and Babylock sewing machine. 

I'm also planning for what I'd like to enter in the 2021 

B.C.F. 

I look forward to seeing all of you when the guild fi-

nally resumes. 

—Karen Schlueter 

Made and gave 30 masks to Falmouth Meals on 

Wheels. 

—Mary Rys 

There is still room in the  

David Sirota  

Online  

Workshop 

Friday, September 

11,2020.   

The cost is $40.00.   

The workshop runs from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM with a 

lunch break.  You can take any other little individual 

breaks that you need.   

I set up my laptop or iPad and my sewing machine on 

my dining room table and was set for the day.  It’s not 

necessary to have a large ironing station; it is mostly 

finger pressing as you go along. You may have to use 

your iron a few times.  

Many people checked in around 9:45 a.m. to make 

sure that they felt comfortable with their arrange-

ment.  Many sewed from their sewing room but mine 

was not really Zoom ready.  

To register for this exciting class, go to 

www.quiltmavendave.com.  Next, go to top bar where 

it says “Virtual classes” or “Upcoming classes.” You 

are looking for “Hunter’s Star” which should be opening 

between August 8 and August 15.  You will register 

and pay $40 directly to David  using one of his many 

payment methods. You only need to contact me to en-

sure that I have an accurate count of people participat-

ing. Zoom charges David according to size of the class 

and tracks numbers closely.  We are striving for a total 

of 20.  We currently have 16 and you can invite a guest 

or be on the Holly Berry wait list to participate.  

On the top bar of David’s website, you will see “Class 

Description and Cutting Specs” which will let you cut 

your fabrics ahead of the class. Use your printer paper 

and/or vellum which is an easy neat way to do paper 

piecing.  Vellum is available from Gail at 3 pieces for 

$1.00    Contact Gail to have 3 sheets mailed to you.  

The  picture above and the specs refer to a two-color 

quilt (21" by 21" with no borders) but this quilt can also 

be done scrappy, which looks great.  

I can be reached at jweinrich340@comcast.net or 508-

566-1619  if you have questions.    

—Jeanie Weirich 

http://www.quiltmavendave.com
mailto:jweinrich340@comcast.net
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2021 Raffle Quilt Is Coming Together 

 With the pandemic, 

there simply were no 

more project days to 

complete the blocks. 

Altogether, 25 members 

took kits home with 

them for the small, me-

dium, and large blocks 

that would be joined to-

gether.  Sue put many 

miles on her car dropping additional bags off to 

members, picking them up again days or weeks 

later, or meeting members at the Mashpee Library 

to exchange blocks and kits.  

 

Now the quilt is par-

tially assembled on 

the design wall, and 

the committee is 

sewing the blocks 

together.  We can’t 

wait to see this com-

plex quilt when it is 

finished! 

 

Online Quilt Shows and a Festival 
 

Dying to go to a quilt show?  So many have been cancelled this year, but you can always attend a virtual 

show.  For a listing of shows and dates, go to  

 

Sew Many Shows 
http://sewmanyshows.com/something-to-view/ 

 

You will find links to a variety of online quilt shows.  Just click on the link under each picture to go to the 

show.  

 

In lieu of World Quilt New England and the Pennsylvania National Quilt Extravaganza, Mancuso is hosting 

an online Quilt Festival this year, complete with workshops, quilt viewing, and a competition.  It will be August 

12-15, and suggested admission is $8.00.  (You can also attend with a complimentary ticket, but you may 

want to support this organization.) See https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/online-quilt-

festival/ for details.   

This year’s raffle quilt committee members, Wendy 

Moore, Michele Allen and Sue McDonald, are on 

the home stretch and hope to have the quilt fin-

ished by the end of September.  Maryann Bowman 

has been contacted and has agreed to do a free 

motion quilting "all over" design.   

To match the Cape Cod/

ocean theme, the commit-

tee selected a number of 

patterns and then voted on 

their favorite.  The winner 

was "Sea Swept," a quilt 

that had appeared on the 

cover of Quilt Sampler mag-

azine in 2014. They select-

ed a set of fat quarters in 

green, blue, aqua, and pur-

ple to carry out the theme.  

Eleven guild members helped with the enormous 

task of cutting hundreds of small patches and sort-

ing them into kits complete with paper piecing 

foundations and instructions. They planned to do 

the sewing on guild “project days.”  But then…. 

http://sewmanyshows.com/something-to-view/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/online-quilt-festival/
https://www.quiltfest.com/upcoming-shows-and-events/online-quilt-festival/
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Please send submissions to   

BITS & PIECES 

to Eileen Mattingly 

eileenmattingly@yahoo.com 

 

Deadline for the Winter issue is 

November 30. 

Holly Berry Quilt Guild Officers, 2020-21 

President   Gail Goraj    (508) 444-6239 
Vice President Marge Overholtz  (508) 524-5374 

Secretary  May Reed  (508) 317-1593 

Treasurer  Midge Reed  (508) 375-9087 

 
Chairpersons 
Programs  Joan Carpenter, Micki Tor, Jeanie Weinrich 

Sunshine  Sue Latus 

Newsletter Eileen Mattingly 

Facebook/Website/Historian  Pam Mulveyhill 
Librarians  Ann Guiggio, Debra Bisacchi 
Ruler Lending Library Wendy Moore, Sue McDonald 

Hospitality Maryann Bowman, Linda Maddaluno,  
      Becky Pitruzzello, Pat Wahlberg 
Membership Penny Bartlett 
Comfort Quilts  Ursula Lincoln, Cheryl Kelley 

Raffle Quilt 2020-21  Michelle Allen, Wendy Moore, Sue 
McDonald 

Barnstable County Fair   Cathy Williamson and Micki Tor 
Secret Sister  Mary Rys 

Ways & Means Pam Mulveyhill, Deborah Winograd, Mary 
Barry, Kathi Paradise and Friends  

 Auction  Kathi Paradise and Friends, Mary Barry, Pam Mul-
veyhill and Friends  

Monthly Raffle Micki Tor 
Mystery Quilt 2020-21 Penny Bartlett 
Bus Trips Deborah Winograd 

Accuquilt GO Cutter (Electronic)  Penny Bartlett, Jeanie      
Weinrich 

Accuquilt GO Cutter (Manual)  Gail Goraj 
Fabric Photo Printing  Deborah Winograd 

Challenge Quilts 

Is anyone working on the "Pick Two" 

challenge? Your challenge is to go 

through your stash and pick 2 colors 

you like and make a quilt using only 

those 2 colors. You don’t have to limit 

yourself to just 2 fabrics, just 2 

colors. Remember colors go from light 

to dark, so go scrappy if you want. 

Make your challenge as elaborate or as 

simple as you want and as big or as 

small as you want.  

Participation in the challenge is not 

mandatory. It’s meant to be fun and to challenge you if you want to play. Our new reveal date for the 

challenge quilts is January 28, 2020.  

If you have any questions about the challenge please contact Mary Ann Karpinski at maktjk9@aol.com or 

508-747-0629. 

mailto:maktjk9@aol.com

